Question: What is Failed Back Surgery Syndrome?
In back surgery, doctors work with the aim of reducing a patient's pain by changing the spine's anatomy, especially at the lesion site. Because of this, there is no definitive guarantee that back surgery will remove back pain. Answer: When back surgery fails to remove the pain, the result is a condition known as failed back surgery syndrome, or FBSS. The incidence of FBSS ranges between 5 and 50%, according to a study done in 2005 in Prague, Czech Republic. The author of the study attributes the high percentage of FBSS cases in part to the rise in number of surgeries performed. 1
Failed back surgery syndrome can be due to a number of factors that doctors and researchers are still discussing. These include:
• 
